Campaign in Solidarity with Feminist Political
Prisoners in the Middle East and North Africa
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The aim of this campaign is to demand the imme- @
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The Assad regime has been able
to continue its mass executions

and religious fundamentalism defend ws and its brutal war against Syrian
rights, human rights, labor rights and the rights of revolutionaries with impunity. Thus, the names and fates of
oppressed minorities. many women political prisoners are not known. Religious funda-

mentalist forces have also killed revolutionaries, including Arab
It is incumbent upon feminists and socialist femi-  and Kurdish women activists and fighters. It is almost certain
nists around the world to step forward and take a that Syrian socialist feminists, Samira dhalil and Razan Zai-
more active role in opposing the oppression, tor- touneh were killed by religious fundamentalist extremists in Ghou-
ture and murder of their sisters in the Middle East @ after their abductions in December 2013The fate of Tal al
and North Africa Mallouhl remains uncertain. The Syrian poet and blogge_r was ar-
' rested in 2009 for threatening the security of the state without
evidence. She has since then surpassed her sentence and yet

The women featured in this brochure are not pas- _ _
remains detained.

sive victims. They are thinkers, writers and leaders

who can help expand t heSingdthe SWianlpspuldr @prisingvoegarinm Masch 2011, approxi-

emancipation and social emancipation. mately 118,000 individuals have beerarrested or forcibly disap-
peared, according to the Syrian Network for Human Rights. Over

Solidarity with them is a concrete way to oppose 104,000 of those, or slightly more than 85 percent, were taken

the capitalist authoritarian and imperialist or sub-  prisoner by the Syrian government.

imperialist powers that are promoting exploitation,

repression, misogyny, racism and war in the MENAThe brutality of the Assad regime seeps through all fabrics of life

In Syria. Its cruelty is particularly expressed inside its prison cells.

e, region and around the world. : e ; ,

The regime has 13 ointelligence/

How Can You Help? numerous prisons. The most notorious are the Adra and Saydna-
ya prisons. In a report surfaced in 2017 detailing the secret

* Reprint this brochure on your website, weblog or hanging of 13,000 prisoners, a former guard of the Saydnaya

facebook page. prison described it as othe end
daily torture and sexual abuse await both male and female politi-

*Organize an event in your city to promote this cal prisoners in Syria.

campaign and to draw connections to feminist,

s . The physical torture comes in two forms. The first includes the
anti-racist, and labor struggles in your country.

use of certain techniques and specialized instruments to maxim-
ize the amount of pain inflicted on the prisoner. The German
Chair, for example, is designed to stretch nerve muscles to the
point of visibility and cause severe damage to the backbone and
For more information contact in some cases break it. The second form is the humiliation and

. ) . degradation of prisoners via sexual violence. A report released
Alliance of Middle Eastern and North African |55t month by Lawyers and Doctors for Human Rights details the
Socialists use of water hoses, enforced sterilization and genital mutilation
info@allianceofmesocialists.org against male prisoners. Female prisoners are often elgctrocuted,

beaten with horse hoses and raped systematically, which some-

times leads to unwanted pregnancies. An eyeitness reports the
use of rats and rodents by soldiers during the sexual assault of an

inmate resulting in her death

For more information, contact the Alliance of Mid-
dle Easternand North AfricanSocialists

www.allianceofmesocialists.org
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Nasrin Sotudehis a prominent humanrights
attorney who was arrested and imprisoned on
June 13, 2018 and faces a 12year prison term
without the possibility of parole (out of a reduced

against her are
rity, 6 membership in a human
the death penalty,
public without a headscarf. She was arrested for taking on the
| egal cases of the 0Girls

licly removed their head scarves) and for opposing the Iranian
judiciaryds | atest decree
dents from choosing their own attorney. Sotudeh had been
imprisoned for three years between 2010 and 2013 for defend-
ing political activists and feminists from the 2009 Green move-
ment and for defending abused women and children. She has
worked closely with Iranian Nobel Peace Laureate Shirin Ebadi
and has received various international awards for her coura-

geous workb

RS Narges MohammadiB.A. in applied physicsjs
a journalist, womenods
activist, and deputy director of the Center for
the Defenders of Human Rights in Iran, founded
' by Nobel Peace Laureate, Shirin Ebadi. In

~ 2009, after mass protests to oppose the fraud-
ulent election of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, she was arrested on
chargesofoassembly and coll usi on
t yandisentenced to 11 years in prison. By 2013after develop-
ing severe health problemsshe was released after posting bail.
In 2015, she was rearrested on charges of sedition and for start-
ing a campaign against the death penalty.Her opposition to the
execution of innocent Sunni political prisoners was used by the
courts to accuse her of

ues to face severe health problems.

S | Zeynab Jalaliaris a Kurdish political activist
who was arrested and imprisoned in 2008 for

Estan Wor k 8he seéeiveel a detly sen-
tence which was later commuted to life in pris-
on without the possibility of parole.Since her

arrest and imprisonment,she has suffered from systematic
abuse, torture and solitary
to armed actions attributed to her by the state She lost her sight
due to deliberate lack of treatment by prison authorities and the
state.

| Sanaz Allahyaralong with her husband Amir

AtenaDaemii s a women®6s rig

drends rights activist

since May 2015 and serving a sevegear pris-

5 | on sentence since November 2016 for charges
 such as distributing flyers against the death

penalty, meeting the families of political pris-

oners, criticizing the Islamic Republic of Iran on Facebook and

condemning the 1988 mass executionsof political prisoners

38-year sentence) and 148 lashes. The charges inIran. In 2018, she and Golrokh Iraee another imprisoned
0col | usfénmidtwéng éniaBsudy huhdgef strilke fodlotess tRedergthen-
ring ©f fhéirS serfehcd, déhiingsahdithe ferribleltdhditiors Pridled s Nosf Abdelaziz, Dr. Hatoon #assi, Samar Badawi, Nassima Al
Opromot i ng whiéhtheyiete beng feld. In 20180 sh@virdle€ad dpénfeter i $adah, Mohammed ABajadi, Amal AHarbi, and Shadan Al
Anezi) are being tried separately but on similar charges for alleg-

of PRaN whb Wds iater@xeditédE Raténfly, shavamdemdtherw h oedly eommunicating with human rights organizations. Their hear-

of solidarity to the Kurdish political prisoner, Ramin Hossein

woman political prisoner, Maryam Akbari Monfared, wrote an
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Sepideh Gholians a civil rights activist, journal-
ist and prisoner of consciencedrom the city

4 of Ahvaz. On November 18, 2018, Gholian, who
was working as a citizen journalist was arrested
for reporting alabor protest organized by the
Workers Union oHaft TappehSugarcane Com-
pany. Following her release on bail, Gholian gave
Amnesty International an account of the torture she suffered
whille @ bustedy ¢f police dndl mirdistry of inteflidehce officials in
the cities of Shushand Ahvaz. She was arrested again on Janu-
ary 20, 2019.

agal nst yational securi -

>3 Fisun Ustel professor of political science,
signed a joint declaration for peace in Turkey
in 2016 against the military operations of the

-3 rations o
T government that targeted the civilian citizens

0 s u p p drrthe iKurdish ledioh & thé countryn Sh& Biak Been senltercedte c e i v e d
a 16-year prison sentence which she is now serving. She contin-

prison for one year and threenonth. The statement was signed
by 2212 academics from over 50 universities.
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Women have been imprisoned and put on trigfior opposing the
discriminatory male guardianship law anddefending human
rights. They have been charged with committing

Ot err odreinsdna,néger i ng national
reputation or
defenders (Loujain AHathloul, Aziza AYousef, Iman ANafjan,

ings have not been public as journalists and diplomats were not
allavaddo atteinds Bhey-have been tortured and sexually har-
assed or assaulted. Some have been temporarily released but
await trial. In addition Israa alGhomgham a human rights activ-
ist from the Shioda region of

past three years.

Loujain AlHathloulis known both for her role in
the women to drive movemenand
in opposingthe Saudimale guardian-
shipsystem.On 1 December 2014, she was ar-
rested and detained for 73 days after an attempt
to cross the border in her car from th&nited Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) td5audi Arabiaon charges related to defying the fe-
male driving ban in the kingdomlIn September 2016, along with
14,000 others, al-Hathloul signed a petition to
King Salmanasking for themale guardianshipsystem to be abol-
ished. On 4 June 2017, she was arrested, detained and later
released. In May 2018, she was arrested with several promi-
nent women's rights activists, on the charge of attempting to
destabilize the kingdom.She has also been severely tortured.

Nassima AlSadah is ahuman rightswriter
and activist from the
province Qatif, Saudi Arabid? She has
"campaigned for civil and political rights, wom-

U N dride %
p 019 wdmierohomano fights h e c;!?neba

g, SEBAHAT TUNCHIad served in parliament. As a en's rights and the rights of the Shi'a minority for many years.
former deputy of the HDP and the eohair of the pro  ghe ran as a candidate in th€015 Saudi Arabian municipal

Kurdish Democratic Regions Party (DBP), she is glectionsbut was disqualified@# Sadah and another prominent
serving a 15 year sentence on charges including activist. Samar

6founding and managing

violating the law on assembly and demonstrations

and o0disseminating propaganda

¢ thrafsi rpeeneenn ta nf oarc trievfeu smenngb etro oofc o

a |l eader of womenos meetings
strike for more than 4 month and ended her strike on May 26.

AP EBar k En mErbartof the: Progressive Law-

adtrestdd b91§a di aTutﬁoFitiresolr{ a'bPoéder '%

adawi, were arrested on Julg 30, 2018 were

vE&rhRnt &ack-

Israa akGhomgham,a human right defend-
er from the region of Qatif, an eastern

Aziza AlYousef, a women's rights activist and
professor of computer science, was arrested
along with fellow activisEman atlNafjan in
2013 for driving through Riyadh by them-
selves. They were forced to sign a pledge that they would not
in, $Hat y&al é]—\d(cj)ﬁs eMaufched 4 gidbdl &vareness
b Bllowing the rape of §ear girl by her father, a Saudi
cleric. In2016, she helped to lead acampaign against the male
guardianship systenin Saudi Arabia. She "attempted to deliver
to the Royal Advisory Council a 14,76§ignature petition seeking
to abolish the guardianship regulations but she was rebuffed and
told to mail it." In May 2018, alYousef was detained by Saudi
authorities, along withLoujain atHathloul,Iman aHNafjan, Aisha
Almane,Madeha atAjroushand two men involved in women's
rights campaigning. Saudi authorities accused the arrested
ctivists of hgving "suspicious contact WiH: foreign parties”,
§r8v¥dih fin;hc?alssup oft fo Phostild elefhénts gbrr‘ogd“' fhiiref OF
cruiting government workers.As of November, 2018, she was
being held in theDhahban Central PrisonIn late March 2019,
she and other feminist prisoners presented their defence and
described physical and sexual abuse they had endured in captiv-

ity.

Palestine

Shireen Issawis a human rights lawyer and
prominent advocate for Palestinian prisoner
rights from occupied East Jerusalem who has
participated in monitoring, documenting and
advocacy on human rights violations committed
by Israeli authorities against Palestinian prison-
ers in Israeli prisons.Ms Issawi was arrested by Israeli authori-
ties on 6 March 2014 and detained until October 2017. In Jan-
ush201® a Israek geapipation aythoritiesshanded enan order
which prevents her from practicing law for the rest of her life.

Algeria

Luisa Hanoune is an Algerian politician,
political activist, feminist and a lawyer by

d?w(g" on "‘,glctivistés, cl?rigs and 'oyrnags%éﬂ',ég %agazwgst place(ij1 . . .

) I tTerraorl , ron. o She profession. She is the head
ljﬂlff%g%(%mrée'ﬁ]%]@ earﬂyolg\(;be(qq]rg 0%9 'ml'lglqp%h'thw as of Algeria'sWorkers' Party(Parti des Trav-
Prigopig Damam; ¢ s She was on hunger ailleurs, PT), which she cfounded in

1989. It was in the 1970s at the university where she first be-
came politically involved in the struggle for women's rights and
equality in Algeria. She was imprisoned by the government sever-

. . o Mlycrss Association (¢HD) and Rempstas CawyBuwith a & timesGoRher Fbltitakadtivisin Prier to thddgaligatioRoEp6lith
Hossein Mohammadi Fard, are editorial and L] reau (HHB), has been sentenced to prison for 18 in detention for the past 3 years for docu-  cal parties in 1988. In 2004, she became the first woman to run
founding members of the student journal, 'years and 9 months on the c¢hamgring@fd dénbuntingdbveriment hu-  for President of Algeria and théirst female candidate for presi-
¥ Gam.  InJanuary 2019, they were arrested 54 managing a terrorist organization. iahts violations duri ful dent in the Arab world. In the context of the revolutionary pro-
in their home by state security forces and were man rights violations during peaceful pro taking place in Algeria, she has been arrested and accused
sent to the ministry of intelligence prison of Cigek OtlwA soci alist and wdemecrCcydergonstratigns., Eafliershe faced the_death of oconspiring against the auth
Ahwaz. Their online journal Gam, has offered a variety of arti- ist Otlu is the President of the Socialist Party of Penalty. Now she and 5 other defendants are being prose-she has been in jail since May®.
cles and reports on labor struggl es, the Opgrassedc(ESP). She has begn irapsisoned ¢ p b eidt if-or o0i | | egal protstsodo before a criminal court.

cal economy, philosophy and art.

for more than a year and half. She has been

accused of being a member

of

a oOterroristo

organi zation.
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